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Global

The only major new functionality this month is the ability to define multiple family trees. This is
discussed in the Family Tree section of this report.
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Family Tree Enhancements

The major new functional enhancement of the site this month is the ability to define and manipulate
multiple unrelated family trees. Another point of view on this is that it can be used to manage multiple
largely independent research projects.

The existing family tree contains information about families that passed through south-western Ontario,
and in particular through Middlesex County. Admittedly you can add anyone to to this tree, regardless
of where and when they lived, but this new feature permits a user to choose to perform research on a
family or group of families that are unlikely to have any connection to the existing research project. So
a new “Tree Name” selection item appears on the main nominal index page:

I Families of South-Western Ontario

Name (Surname, Given):|

Birth Year Range:[.10000 to[ 3000 Sex:| Any =
Include Married Names: m Add a New Unrelated Individual |
Include Parents: = Include Spouse: =

Tree Name:|south-Western Ontaric - |

Select: |[choose an individual]

Winter, John, husband of Elizabeth Morden

Winter, John Bath (13 Feb 1835-12 Dec 1926), son of George Winter and Ann Bath , husband of Carcline Rosetta Wilcox

Winter, John Douglas (1 Jul 1832-), son of Henry Theodore Winter and Frances "Fanny" Allen

Winter, John Francis (about 1849-5 Feb 1881), son of William Gecrge Winter and Margaret Shippley , husband of Caroline Mord
Winter, John Franklin (10 Oct 1872-23 Mar 1901), son of William George Winter and Hannah Matilda McPherson , husband of CH
Winter, John Noble (11 Aug 1883-4 Apr 1929), son of Joseph Nathaniel Winter and Mary Moble , husband of Vera Florence Rossil
Winter, John T. (about Now 1846-12 Jul 1856), son of Thomas Bath Winter and Martha Smith

Winter, John Wellington (1864-), sen of John Bath Winter and Carcline Rosetta Wilcox

Winter, Joseph A. (1923-1994), son of John Noble Winter and Vera Florence Rossiter -

Or Choose First Letter of Surname:
=MNo Surname> =Unknown Surname>
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Illustration 1: Nominal Index with Tree Name Selection Option

The new selection item, just above the list of names, permits you to select an alternative family tree, to
create a new family tree, or to search all of the trees in the database:
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Families of South-Western Ontario

Name (Surname, Given):|

Birth Year Range:[ 10000 to| 3000 Sex:[Any -
Include Married Names: I Add a New Unrelated Individual |
Include Parents: = Include Spouse: =
Tree Name: [Sputh-Western Ontario: - | [,}
Select: Create New Tree |
Include All Trees 1849-5 Feb 1881), son of William George Winter and Margaret Shippley , husband of Caroline Mord
SRS SN ISt 1872-23 Mar 1901), son of William George Winter and Hannah Matilda McPherson , husband of CH
Royals 1883-4 Apr 1929), son of Joseph Nathaniel Winter and Mary Noble , husband of Vera Florence Rossid

Winter, John T. (about Nowv 1846-12 Jul 1856), son of Thomas Bath Winter and Martha Smith

Winter, John Wellington (1864-), son of Jehn Bath Winter and Caroline Rosetta Wilcox

Winter, Joseph A. (1923-1994), son of John Noble Winter and Vera Florence Rossiter

Winter, Joseph E. (about 1877-), son of John Winter and Elizabeth Morden , husband of Elizabeth Lewis

Winter, Joseph Mathaniel (3 Mar 1858-1934), son of William Gecrge Winter and Margaret Shippley , husband of Mary Noble
Winter, Jule Erastus (4 Feb 1913-8 Apr 1978), son of Albert Winter and Maricn Belle Ross , husband of Eileen Bachus -

Or Choose First Letter of Surname:
=No Surname> <Unknown Surname>
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Hllustration 2: Nominal List after Clicking on Tree Name Selection

This selection list provides two fixed options: to create a new family tree, or to have the displayed list
of names include all individuals in all trees, plus one item for each family tree that has been previously
defined. The main existing tree is now labeled “South-Western Ontario” and just for fun I have added a
demonstration tree, entitled “Royals” which is populated with a few individuals from the Royal Family
of Scotland. This is just to demonstrate the ability to use this web-site for a radically different kind of
research. As registered contributors any of you can create your own family tree that may or may not be
connected to another family tree on the site. For example some of you may be descended from royalty,
in which case there would be links from the “Royals” tree to the tree containing your more recent
family.

When you choose, or create, a new tree the title of the page, and the list of displayed individuals
changes to show the individuals in the selected tree:
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Families of Royals

Name (Surname, Given):|

Birth Year Range:| 10000 to| 3000 Sex:| Any =
Include Married Names: 0 Add a New Unrelated Individual |
Include Parents: = Include Spouse: =
Tree Name: Royals d

Select: | [choose an individual]

de Bruce, David (5 Mar 1324-22 Feb 1371), son of Rebert de Bruce and Elizabeth de Burgh
de Bruce, John (5 Mar 1324-before 1327), son of Robert de Bruce and Elizabeth de Burgh
de Bruce, Margaret (-about 1346), daughter of Robert de Bruce and Elizabeth de Burgh

de Bruce, Marjory (1296-2 Mar 1316), daughter of Robert de Bruce and Isabella of Mar

de Bruce, Matilda (-about 1353), daughter of Robert de Bruce and Elizabeth de Burgh

de Bruce, Robert (about 1210-31 Mar 1295), husband of Marjerie of Carrick

de Burgh, Elizabeth, wife of Robert de Bruce
of Carrick, Marjorie, wife of Robert de Bruce
Or Choose First Letter of Surname:

<No Surname> <Unknown Surname=>

A B c D E F G H 1
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R s T u v w Y Z

de Bruce, Robert (11 Jul 1274-7 Jun 1329), scn of Rebert de Bruce and Marjorie of Carrick , husband of Isabella of Mar, and Eliza .

-

Contact Authar
Illustration 3: Nominal Index for Selected Family Tree

The title of the page changes to reflect the selection of a new tree. When you select an individual from

the list there is also a slight change to the title of the displayed page:
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Robert de Bruce (11 Jul 1274—7 Jun 1329): in tree LHe
‘Royals’

Robert de Bruce was the son of Robert de Bruce and Marjorie of Carrick. He was born on 11 July 1274 at Turnberry Castle, Ayrshire,
Scotland. He worked as Earl of Carrick from 1292 to 1329 . He worked as the 7th Lord of Annandale from 1295 to 1329 . He was
ordained King of Scots on 25 March 1306 at Scone, Perth, Scotland. He worked as King Robert | of Scotland from 25 March 1306 to 1329
.He served in the military: fought the Battle of Bannockburn, in June 1314, at Stirling, 5tirling, Scotland. He died on 7 June 1329 at
Cardross, Dunbartonshire, Scotland. He was buried at Dunfermline Abbey, Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland.

He married |sabella of Mar Early 1296.

Isabella of Mar was the daughter of Domhnall of Mar and Helen of Wales. She was born about 1277 . She died on 12 December 1296 .

Children of Robert de Bruce and Isabella of Mar:
1 Marjory de Bruce (1296—2 March 1316)

He married Elizabeth de Burgh in 1302 at Chelmsford, Essex, England.

Elizabeth de Burgh was the daughter of Richard Go de Buroh and Maroarite De Burah. She was bom about 1284 in Ireland. She died on
27 October 1327 at Cullen, Banffshire, Scotland. She was buried at Dunfermline Abbey, Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland.

Children of Robert de Bruce and Elizabeth de Burgh:
2 Margaret de Bruce (—about 1346)
3 Matilda de Bruce (—about 1353)
4 David de Bruce (5 March 1324—22 February 1371)
5 lohn de Bruce (5 March 1324 _before 1327)

QesmndantTreel gnmmrTree| Relationship Calculator | Edit This Individual | R

Illustration 4: Page for Individual from an Alternate Tree

For individuals in alternate trees the name of the tree is included in the page title.

When you add relatives to an individual in a tree, for example children, spouses, or parents, those
individuals are added to the tree that the original individual belongs to. The only exception is if you
add an existing individual, who already belongs to another tree. That is how linkages between trees are
created.

I hope this new functionality will open up new opportunities for research.

In support of this new functionality the class LegacyIndiv adds new methods getTreeName and
setTreeName to manage the association between the individual and a tree. The actual relationship is
defined in the class LegacyName by the new field named 'treename'.

Obviously the script LegacyIndex.php and its associated dynamic code in legacyIndex. js
are updated to implement access to multiple trees. Similarly legacyIndivid.php is changed to
display the name of the tree the individual belongs to if it is not the default tree. The script
chooseIndivid.php, used for example in merging duplicate individuals, is enhanced to take the
name of the tree to search as a parameter. The range of birth years that the chooseIndivid.php
script accepts is broadened so that historical individuals can be searched for without an error message.
The script mergeIndivid.php is also enhanced to support trees.
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There are cases in the tree where it is known that individuals are siblings but where there is no known
information about their parents. In this case the description of the individual in the main page
generated by legacyIndivid.php indicated only that the individual had parents, but provided no
method to realize that there were known siblings. And in particular no hyper-link that you could follow
to see the connection. So now in this special case the main page for an individual provides the links to
the siblings where the links to parents would normally be presented. In another case the information
displayed for a woman with an illegitimate child and no known father for the child is now clearer.

When entering a surname in editIndivid. php it is now recognized that name prefixes such as 'de’,
'of', and 'von', which typically begin surnames of noble families, are not capitalized.

When creating a new unrelated individual to a tree the title of the page starts out as the uninformative
“Edit (-)”. This is improved by dynamically changing the title of the page, in this case, as you enter
information about the new individual. Also fixed is the process for adding a spouse and children or a
set of parents onto a new unrelated individual. Previously the name of the new unrelated individual
was not copied over to the page for editing the family or parents, so you had to manually copy that
information. If you failed to copy the name, then when you saved the family it would wipe out the
name of the primary individual.
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Census Database Enhancements

The script CensusUpdateStatus.php, which summarizes the progress of the transcription effort
for a particular census and optionally a province, is improved to not issue an error message if it is
called without a province code, and in that case to also display summary statistics about the census as a
whole.
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Vital Statistics Enhancements

The only changes to vital statistics support this month are fixes for implementation errors.
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Bug Fixes

The method LegacyIndiv: :getNames had a bug that it set the internal attribute
altNames to the return value of the function, rather than the complete set of instances of
LegacyName associated with the individual.

There was a bug in the script legacyIndex.php which caused the Sex prompt to start on a
new line, rather than on the same line as the birth date range fields.

There was temporarily a bug in updateLocation. php if you invoked the
editLocation.php script in its own window, that the window did not clean up properly.

There has for some time been a bug while editing a family. If you used the Delete button for
the family whose details were currently displayed, then attempting to close the dialog would
fail, leaving the update of the primary individual hung. The implementation is fixed to ensure
that after a family is deleted one of the remaining families is made the actively displayed
family.

There is an obscure implementation issue in Firefox 40 and Chromium that results in attempts
to change the current selection in any of the popup dialogs failing. A workaround is
implemented which is transparent to the user. Also the <select> in these dialogs is now
given the focus which means that the user can use the keyboard to make a selection rather than

needing to use the mouse. This issue revealed a number of opportunities for improvement of
the implementation which were taken advantage of.

Not all pages in the database section had been updated to reflect that the dialog for requesting
an update of the Pages table had been moved to a PHP script from an HTML template.
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