August 2014 Newsletter
I hope you have had a good summer.

In order to make my site more convenient for my returning customers you are now permitted to specify
when logging on that you wish to subsequently be automatically logged on whenever you visit the site.
You are probably already using a similar feature on sites such as Ancestry. When signing on there is a

new checkbox:

! Help

iSign In for Contributing

You can contribute to this web-site by adding transcriptions of census pages, birth/marriage/death registrations, ar
by adding information about your family to the family tree. If you are not already a subscriber to this web-site, please
click on the Register button or hold down the Alt shift and press R.

In compliance with European Union regulations please note that this site uses a Cookie to record the fact that you
are signed on.

User ldentifier: fervices@jamescobban. net]

Pﬂsﬂwﬂrd:lllllllllll

T Remember me on this computer.
signin | SignOF | Register | Close | Contact Author

Tlustration 1: Signon with Remember Me

Bypassing the signon means that you will not be presented with any messages that have been sent to
you when you first enter the site, which was part of the user information page presented after signon.
The account administration panel, accessed by clicking on the button displaying your user name at the
top right of every page, now also displays any messages sent to you:



Account Management

User ldentifier: jcobban
Current Password:|
New Password:|
Repeat New Password:|

E-Mail Address: webmaster@jamescobban.net
Send Notices to E-mail: g

Suppress Help Popups: =

Apply Changes | SignOf | Close | Contact Author

Messages:
At 2014-08-31 12:36:35 user 'jcobban’ wrote:

About: [Family Tree] Usernfo.php

Dermonstration

Sender's e-mail address: webmasteri@ijamescobban.net

? Help

Delete Blog | Reply |

Illustration 2: Account Dialog with Messages



User Guide: Source Citations

One of the aspects that distinguishes professional genealogists from amateurs is an obsession with
source citations. It is not sufficient to know something about an individual, but you must demonstrate
how you come to know that fact, and present that information in a way that someone coming at the site
at a later date can verify the information.

At the bottom of each page describing an individual in the family tree there is a section of footnotes:

Footnotes:
Cemetery Transcrnption, Strathroy Municipal, Adelaide, Middlesex, ON, CA : H-8-14
age 87y 21d
1911 Census of Canada : dist 97 Middlesex West, subdist 33 Strathroy, page 1
1871 Census of Canada : dist 8 Middlesex North, subdist A Adelaide, div 1 page 80 + sched 4
1878 Historical Atlas of Middiesex County : map of Adelaide
1881 Census of Canada : dist 169 Middlesex North, subdist A Adelaide, div 3 page 1
1891 Census of Canada : dist 93 Middlesex West, subdist A Adelaide, div 2 page 37
1901 Census of Canada : dist 90 Middlesex West, subdist H Strathroy, div 4 page 1
Cemetery Transcrnption, Strathroy Municipal, Adelaide, Middlesex, ON, CA : H-8-14
Cemetery Transcription, Strathroy Municipal, Adelaide, Middlesex, ON, CA : H-8-14
age 6Ty8m25d -= 21 july 1829

[
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Tllustration 3: Footnotes
Each footnote contains four parts:

1. An index number. This index number appears as a hyper-linked superscript number in the body
of the page to identify those footnotes that document the specific fact. Being hyper-linked,
although admittedly quite small, means that you can click with your mouse on the superscript
number and the footnote is displayed.

2. The name of the source. The name is itself a hyper-link to a full description of the source
including where a copy of the source is located and the catalogue number within that
respository used to locate the source. For electronic sources this full description includes a
hyper-link to the electronic source itself. Note that if you just hover the cursor over this hyper-
link a “yellow sticky” pops up with a brief description of the source.

3. The page identification within the source. In some cases, for example Censuses of Canada and
Ontario vital statistics, the page identification is itself a hyper-link to a transcription of the
original document, which in turn frequently includes a hyper-link to the original image of the
page.

4. Notes about or quotations from the source citation.

So far this is not much different from what you will get with most family tree software. It is just
moved out into the cloud where it can be more easily shared with other members of your family.



Bi-Directional Citation References

When doing genealogical research it is important to keep track of gaps in your knowledge and try to fill
them in. For me, personally, one important objective of the site is to provide a complete inventory of
everyone who left a trace in the documentary record of Middlesex County. This means that not only do
I wish to identify every piece of documentation for each such individual, but I want to ensure that every
individual who appears in a document, whether it is a census enumeration, a vital statistic registration,
a cemetery monument, or whatever, is in the tree.

For example if I request a list of death registrations for the township of Adelaide for 1897 I see, among
others the following:

- - - Help?
Ontario: Death Registration Update
= displaying rows 11 to 20 of 21 =
Action |Year| Num Name Date Place Age|B.Date
Update | Delete |1897|15644|Walthem, [ohn |7 Oct 1897 Lot 1 Con 4 5, Adelaide, 66y |[1831]
Middlesex, ON
Lot 23 Con 3 N, Adelaide,
Update | Delete |1897(15645|Bunting, john |9 Oct 1897 e 33y [[1864]
) 21 Oct Lot 18 Con 3 N, Adelaide,
Update | Delete IlBB? 15646|lones, Eliza 1897 Middlesex, ON B2y |[1835]
29 Oct E ¥ lot 19 con 2 N, Adelaide,
Update | Delete |1897|15647|Scott, John s Middiesex. ON 77y |[1820]
15 Sept Lot 19 Con 4 5, Adelaide,
u te Delete
pdate | ete [1897(15648|Cronyn, James 897 el 91y [[1806]
Denney, 9 Sept
Update | Delete IlBB? 15649 Samuel 1897 House Of Refuge 67y |[1830]
Warner, 16 Oct
Update | Delete [1837|15650 E Ittt 1oy |House Of Refuge 77y |[1820]
Update | Delete [1897|15651 c’;:‘::r’:- June 1897 |House OFf Refuge 67y |[1830]
Griffith, Mrs 2 Dec
u te Delete '
pdate | ete [1897(15652 i 1gg7  |House Of Refuge 83y [[1814)
.29 Oct Lot & Con 5 5, Adelaide,
Update I Delete IlEiE!? 15653 (Muxlow, Lewis 1897 Middlesex, ON By ([1891]
o — —

Illustration 4: Adelaide Death Registrations 1897

Observe that some of the names are underlined, identifying them as hyper-links to the descriptive page
for each individual. But others are not. It is perhaps understandable that the residents of the Middlesex
House of Refuge near Strathroy are unaccounted for. If they had children or siblings undoubtedly they
would not have been depending upon municipal charity. But the last entry on this page is a member of
a common family in the tree. Clicking on the “Update” button displays the details of this particular
death registration:


http://www.jamescobban.net/Ontario/DeathRegResponse.php?RegDomain=CAON&RegYear=1897&RegCounty=Msx&RegTownship=Adelaide&Count=10&Offset=10

Ontario Death Registration: Update

Previous I Next I New Query I
Identification: Year: 1897 Number: 15653
Registration: C-nunti Middlesex j

Mame: Given: I_E\l.ri 5
Sex:| Male -

Death Date:[29 Oct 1837

? Help

M5 929 RE-EI:l 84

Township: | Adelaide =]
Family: [Muxlow

Marital St,atuszl Unreported -

Death PIacE:|L|:rt 8 Con 5 5, Adelaide, Middlesex, 1

li"k:| Possible matches to this registration:

Dccupatinn:|Fa rmer
Birth DatEEl[]ﬂg:l]
Cause: [diphtheria
Physician:[Eateman
Informant: Hame:p,'l.l_ E. Muxlow
Informant: ﬂccupati1
Religion: Methodist
Father's Name: |Mu x| ow
Mother's Hame:|
Spouse's Name:|
Burial Place: [\ delaide
Underta ker*.|
Reg. Date: |1 897

L

Age at Death: |Gy
Birth F|a{E!IA|:IEIEIiI:IE
Duratinn:|

Address: [ delaide
REIatinn:'?

Residen:e:lqdemide

Birth Place:l
Birth Flace:|

Date:|

Address: [ delaide
REgistrar:'

Illustration 5: Death Registration with Possible Matches

If you click on the selection list identified as “Link:” you are presented with a list of potential matches

to select from. Chooseing the obvious match the dialog now looks like:

LrEaTn I.-Ia'[E[l.ﬁ"_'l LWCE Lige s

Leatn Flace:|LOT o Lon 3 3, ADEI3I0E, MIOOIESEX, 1

link:ELewis Francis Muxlow( 9 Jul 1891-between 1891 and 1900) son of William Muxlow & Mary Ann Clarke

Dccupatinn:lFa rmer

Age at Death:ls?

Illustration 6: Selected Match for Death Registration

If you now update the death registration, and back up to view it again, you now see:

LA LA |2 UL Lo

LSS e |LUL O L D Dy AU IS, MIUUIESER,

Link: Lewis Francis Muxlow (9 Jul 1891 -between 1891 and 1900} Clear |

Dccupation: [Farmer

Aoe at Death:[rv

Illustration 7: Death Registration with Link to Individual in Tree

It is now recorded in the database record for this death registration that it is associated with the specific
individual in the Family Tree. Also if you follow the link you will see that there is now a citation in the
footnotes for the individual back to the death registration. You do have to manually update the date and
place of death because the application does not know whether the existing or the new information is



more authoritative. Both directions of the citation link are established with a single operation. The
same bi-directionality would have arisen if instead you had gone to the individual and added the
citation to the death registration onto the death event.

A couple of little features added to this support this month appeared in the above images but I did not
interrupt the flow to point them out.

In Ilustration 4: Adelaide Death Registrations 1897 note that on each line there is an “Update” button
and a “Delete” button. The “Delete” button is new. It permits you to manually delete the transcription
of a birth or death registration. The main reason to do this is if the registration is recorded against the
wrong year or registration number, as there is no support for regular users to chang the year or
registration number for a vital statistics registration. The “Delete” button only appears where there is
an existing record in the database. If you click on the “Delete” button the displayed fields are blanked
out and the “Delete” button disappears.

In Ilustration 7: Death Registration with Link to Individual in Tree note that there is a “Clear” button
after the link to the individual. This is to permit you to remove an incorrect association. This is new
this month. After clicking on “Clear” update the record to apply the change.



