November 2014 Newsletter

There are a number of productivity enhancements this month. In particular more information is
displayed about each individual in the nominal index.

Mame (Surname, Given):[5mith, Johr]
Birth Year Range:| 10000 to| 3000

Sex:| Any =

Include Married Names: —
Include Parents: =
Include Spouse: &

Select: |[choose an individual ]

Smith, John (-Private), husband of Lucy B. Mornish

Smith, John (-Private), husband of Mary Wifecfijchnsmith

Smith, John (-Private), husband of Margaret Wifeofjchnsmith

Smith, John (about 1787-Private), husband of

Smith, John (between 1789 and 1831-Private), husband of Maria Wifeofjohnsmith

Smith, John (between 1790 and 1830-Private), husband of Jennet Wifeofjochnsmith

Smith, John (between 17%4 and 1836-), husband of Charlotte Wifecfjohnsmith

Smith, John (about 1802-Private), husband of Rachel Gordon

Smith, John (about 1806-24 Feb 1870), son of Duncan Smith and |sabella Wifeofduncansmith

Tllustration 1: Nominal Index with Names of Parents and Spouse

This dialog adds the new capability to limit the search to individuals or a particular sex. As well by
default it now displays the names of the parents and spouse of each individual in the list so you can
more efficiently distinguish between individuals with very similar names and birth dates.

The dialog for updating a family as a unit has a number of enhancements which both make it more
responsive, and more intuitive.

The support for transcribing vital statistics has been made more generic. Starting at the top there is
now support for all US states and Canadian provinces. For each state or province there is a table of
Counties. A county, which is not called a county in all states and province, for example in Manitoba, is
the level at which vital statistics are administered in most administrations. So the first step in being
able to transcribe vital statistics is to define the counties in a state:

United States of America: Michigan: County Table

You are not authorized. Signon |to update the database.

ID | Name |Created| Ended | Delete | Townships
[661 [Alcona [ 1852 [ 9999 Delete Townships
[a63 [Aiger [ 1852 [ 9999 Delete Townships
[685 [Allegan [ 1852 [ 9999 Delete Townships
[667 [Alpena [ 1852 [ 9999 Delete | Townships
[683 [Antrim [ 1852 [ 9999 Delete Townships
[611 [Arenac [ 1852 | 9999 Delete Townships
A3 Rarana [ 1As? [ ooog  Delete Townships

Illustration 2: List of Counties in Michigan


http://www.jamescobban.net/legacyIndex.php

Any registered contributor can edit the table of counties for any state or province. As you can see there

is not a lot of information recorded about each county. The ID field is a 3 character code which is used

in each birth, marriage, or death transcription to identify the county where the information was

collected. It is not necessary to record all of the counties in a state or province prior to beginning

transcription, just the ones with records of interest.

Clicking on a “Townships” button takes you to a page for managing the list of townships within the

county.

Canada: Ontario: County of Lambton: Township Table

ID Name | Delete
[Alvinston [&lvinston Village Delete
[Arkona [Arkona Village Delete
[Bosanguet [Bosanguet Delete
[Brooke [Erooke Delete
[Courtright [Courtright Village Delete
[Dawn [Dawn Delete
[Enniskillen [Enniskillen Delete
[Euphemia [Euphemia Delete
[Forest [Forest Town Delete
[Moore [Moore Delete
[0il Springs [0il Springs Village Delete
[Petrolia [Petrolia Town Delete
[PLympton [Flympton Delete
[Point Edwards |Paint Edwards Village Delete
[Sarnia [5arnia Delete
[Sarnia Town [Sarnia Town Delete
[Sombra [Sombra Delete
[Thedfard [Thedford Village Delete
[Warwick [Warwick Delete
[Watford [Watford Village Delete
[Wyoming [Wyoming Village Delete

Update Database |

Add Mew Township |

Illustration 3: Lambton County Townships

The main purpose of this table is to populate the township selection list in the dialogs for searching for

vital statistics. The secondary purpose is to ensure consistency of internal and external representation

of place names. The above table demonstrates two common issues that arise:

1. Sometimes there are two administrative domains within the same county that have the same

name. In the above county there is both a Sarnia township and a town, now city, of Sarnia.

Since these were two separate municipalities the vital statistics were collected separately.



2. It is desirable to display the type of municipality externally, but it is a waste of effort to record
that unchanging information internally. The identifier, displayed in a mono-case (typewriter
style) font on the left, is therefore usually a shorter, yet non-ambiguous representation of the
name as it is presented to the user both in reports and in the selection lists in dialogs.

When entering a transcription for a vital statistic only the external names of the municipalities as
defined in this table are presented in the selection list. However this is only a table which you can
modify. If as you are transcribing vital statistics you find that a municipality is missing from the list,
just add it to the table, and then refresh the edit dialog for the vital statistic.

As usual check out the detailed report of changes to the functionality of the web-site, and the list of
recent individuals added to the family tree.



http://www.jamescobban.net/MonthlyUpdates/Update2014_11.pdf
http://www.jamescobban.net/FamilyTree/showAddedIndividuals.php
http://www.jamescobban.net/FamilyTree/showAddedIndividuals.php

